An investigation of the maternal antecedents of perinatal mortality in 2 large teaching hospitals.
Perinatal mortality reviews are a form of quality assurance, and the classification of perinatal mortality would be most useful if it assisted in strategies for prevention. Whilst the value of clinicopathological (autopsy) and separate neonatal classifications is recognized, the Whitfield classification, modified for Australian conditions and applied to 393 cases, clearly identified the major obstetric problems leading to perinatal death, and may therefore contribute to continuing improvement in prenatal care.